
U. S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION STATEMENT FOR 

CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION 
 

 
Within the spirit and intent of the Council on Environmental Quality's regulations for 
implementing the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), and other statutes, orders, and 
policies that protect fish and wildlife resources, I have established the following administrative 
record and determined that the following proposed action is categorically excluded from NEPA 
documentation requirements consistent with 40 CFR 1508.4, 516 DM 2.3A, 516 DM 2 Appendix 
1, and 516 DM 8 Appendix 1.4. 
 
Proposed Action and Alternatives.  Describe the proposed action and any alternatives 
explored.  Discuss briefly why proposed action was selected over other alternatives. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Categorical Exclusion(s).  Quote and provide the Departmental Manual citation(s) for the 
specific Categorical Exclusions you are using; if it appears necessary, discuss why you believe 
the action fits as this Categorical Exclusion; mention that the action does not trigger an 
Exception to the Categorical Exclusions at 516 DM 2 Appendix 2; and/or if it does trigger an 
Exception, discuss why it does not apply for this action. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Permits/Approvals.  Discuss any additional permits/approvals needed before the proposed 
action can be implemented, such as a Clean Water Act section 404 permit, Endangered Species 
Act section 7 consultation, and/or National Historic Preservation Act section 106 clearance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Public Involvement/Interagency Coordination.  Discuss the opportunities provided to the 
public, other agencies, and/or Tribes to get involved with the proposed action, any significant 
comments they may have made, and our responses. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Supporting Documents.  Supporting documents for this determination include relevant office 
file material and the following key references: (List document citations here.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________________________            __________________ 
                                     (Project Leader)                                                                        (Date)       


	proposed actions: The proposed action is to conduct 2D seismic data gathering in the Yukon Flats National Wildlife Refuge along transects extending onto Refuge land from adjoining lands owned by Doyon Limited, Inc. and Dinyee Corporation.  The purpose of the program is to collect geophysical data to support analysis of oil and gas potential on private lands.  Seismic programs are conducted along linear transects over sedimentary basins with favorable structure for oil and gas reservoirs.  For accurate results, data must be gathered along a continuous line.  The 2D seismic surveys will be conducted in winter on 27 miles of linear alignments during frozen ground conditions.  All access will be by helicopter (dropping sling loads of equipment along transect lines -- no helicopter landing zones on Refuge land) or snowmachine for ground crew transportation, provided sufficient snow cover exists to protect the ground surface; otherwise ground crews will use snow shoes; no other motorized vehicles will be used.  Disturbance is limited to 3-inch diameter shot holes to a depth of 25 feet.  Shot holes are distributed at spacing of 16 to 20 per mile.  Transect lines on Refuge land will be limited to 3 extending beyond the exterior boundaries of the project area, and 3 crossing an interior parcel of Refuge land entirely surrounded by private land.  Transect lines will require no tree cutting, brushing, or mulching for the data collection.  All support facilities, base camp, and fueling operations will be conducted on privately owned land.  No facilities will be located on Refuge land. Conducting operations during the winter will minimize disturbance to ground surface and wildlife and vegetative resources.  Permit conditions will ensure that Refuge resources are protected.

Alternatives considered were not allowing access to Refuge lands and allowing access only on lands completely surrounded by private lands.  Both alternatives would not provide adequate data to fully analyze potential oil and gas reserves beneath the privately owned lands.
	Text2: 43 CFR 46.210(e)  Nondestructive data collection, inventory (including field, aerial, and satellite surveying and mapping), study, research, and monitoring activities.

The proposed action does not require any surface clearing for transects, camps, facilities, or helicopter landing zones. 

	permits: The proponent will obtain all federal and state permits and authorizations required for the proposed project and is coordinating with the local Native village to accommodate the operational requirements.  The survey program will follow all permit stipulations to protect the environment.

Required Permits/Approvals
     U.S. Army Core of Engineers Nationwide 6 Permit
     Yukon Flats National Wildlife Refuge Special Use Permit
      Alaska Department of Fish and Game Title 16 Fish Habitat Permit
     State Historic Preservation Office Letter of Concurrence
     Department of Transportation Fuel Storage Permit at airstrip

The proponent will coordinate with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to obtain clearance under the Endangered Species Act; however, no species on the List of Endangered or Threatened Species are known to occur within the Yukon Flats National Wildlife Refuge.

The proponent will coordinate with the State Historic Preservation Office for section 106 clearance under the National Historic Preservation Act.  A thorough review of cultural resources of the project area was conducted during the Yukon Flats Land Exchange EIS process.  Four known Alaska Heritage Resources Survey sites occur near the project area; one has been formally evaluated for inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places and determined ineligible.  Another site is the modern village of Stevens Village itself.  A third was considered ineligible by the NRHP coordinator and probably destroyed during airport construction and was probably more that a mile from the closest seismic line.  The fourth site is a cemetery located about one-half mile from the closest seismic line.  None of these sites would be affected by the proposed project.  If previously undiscovered sites are located during the project, operations will cease until the site has been evaluated by the State Historic Preservation Office.
	Text4: The proponent of the proposed action coordinated with the Stevens Village IRA Council, which is the village in closest proximity to project area.  The Council passed a resolution in support of the project.  Notice of the compatibility determination for the proposed project was published in the Fairbanks Daily-News Miner on March 8, 2010 for a 14-day comment period.
	supporting: Proposed Land Exchange Yukon Flats National Wildlife Refuge Environmental Impact Statement, Draft 2008.

Stevens Village IRA Council Resolution 09-33, November 9, 2009.


