
Review of Key FactorsReview of Key Factors
in ESA Listing Decisionin ESA Listing Decision



BackgroundBackground

•• 1992 1992 –– USFWS aerial survey in the Aleutians USFWS aerial survey in the Aleutians 
documented ~50% decline in sea otter documented ~50% decline in sea otter 
abundance in the Rat, Delarof, and Western abundance in the Rat, Delarof, and Western 
Andreanof Islands.Andreanof Islands.

•• 1998 1998 –– Estes Estes et al.et al. (1998) published in (1998) published in ScienceScience.  .  
Documented ongoing sea otter declines and Documented ongoing sea otter declines and 
proposed hypothesis of killer whale predation.proposed hypothesis of killer whale predation.

•• 2000 2000 –– USFWS aerial survey in the Aleutians USFWS aerial survey in the Aleutians 
documented an overall 70% decline since 1992.documented an overall 70% decline since 1992.



Candidate SpeciesCandidate Species

•• August 2000 August 2000 –– candidate species designation for candidate species designation for 
sea otters in the Aleutian Islands.sea otters in the Aleutian Islands.

•• June 2002 June 2002 –– candidate notice of review (CNOR) candidate notice of review (CNOR) 
expanding candidate species designation to the expanding candidate species designation to the 
range of the southwest Alaska population stock.range of the southwest Alaska population stock.



Population SurveysPopulation Surveys

•• May 2000 May 2000 –– North Alaska Peninsula. North Alaska Peninsula. 

•• April/May 2001 April/May 2001 –– South Alaska Peninsula. South Alaska Peninsula. 

•• June 2001 June 2001 –– Kodiak Archipelago. Kodiak Archipelago. 

•• Summer 2002 Summer 2002 –– KamishakKamishak Bay. Bay. 
•• Overall, >50% decline since midOverall, >50% decline since mid--1980s1980s



Stock IdentificationStock Identification

•• 1998 1998 –– single sea otter stock in Alaska.single sea otter stock in Alaska.
•• 2002 2002 –– based primarily on based primarily on GorbicsGorbics and Bodkin and Bodkin 

(2001), USFWS revised MMPA stock assessment (2001), USFWS revised MMPA stock assessment 
reports for 3 sea otter stocks in Alaska: reports for 3 sea otter stocks in Alaska: 
southwest, southwest, southcentralsouthcentral, and southeast., and southeast.



Sea Otter Stock BoundariesSea Otter Stock Boundaries

Southwest Alaska

Southcentral
Alaska

Southeast 
Alaska



Listing ActivitiesListing Activities

•• April 2002 April 2002 –– began development of proposed began development of proposed 
rule to list the southwest Alaska DPS of the rule to list the southwest Alaska DPS of the 
northern sea otter.northern sea otter.

•• February 2004 February 2004 –– publication of proposed rule to publication of proposed rule to 
list as threatened.  120list as threatened.  120--day public comment day public comment 
period, public meetings, and hearing.period, public meetings, and hearing.



Additional Population MonitoringAdditional Population Monitoring

LocationLocation PeriodPeriod % Change% Change

Western AleutiansWestern Aleutians 20002000--20032003 --63%63%

Eastern AleutiansEastern Aleutians 20002000--20042004 --48%48%

ShumaginShumagin IslandsIslands 20012001--20042004 --33%33%

Kodiak ArchipelagoKodiak Archipelago 20012001--20042004 +7%+7%



Population MonitoringPopulation Monitoring

LocationLocation 20032003 20052005 % % 
ChangeChange

Amchitka (N)Amchitka (N) 294294 9595 --67.767.7

Kiska/L. KiskaKiska/L. Kiska 265265 154154 --41.941.9

AttuAttu 132132 147147 +11.4+11.4

AgattuAgattu 4646 4545 --2.22.2

AdakAdak 397397 271271 --31.731.7

TotalTotal 1,1341,134 712712 --37.237.2



Final Rule (August 9, 2005)Final Rule (August 9, 2005)

•• Southwest Alaska Southwest Alaska 
DPS listed as DPS listed as 
““threatenedthreatened””

•• Listing took effect Listing took effect 
September 8, 2005September 8, 2005

•• Critical habitat not Critical habitat not 
determinabledeterminable



Recovery PlanningRecovery Planning

•• Recovery OutlineRecovery Outline
•• Recovery TeamRecovery Team

–– WritingWriting
–– StakeholderStakeholder
–– Scientific AdvisoryScientific Advisory

•• Recovery PlanRecovery Plan
–– ConservationConservation
–– MonitoringMonitoring
–– ResearchResearch
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