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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The 2007 skiff survey count at Attu Island (319) was more than double the 2005 number (147).  We know that’s not biologically possible from reproduction alone, and immigration seems unlikely.  The most likely explanation is that the 2005 survey saw a smaller proportion of the otters that were there, and the reasons for that are not immediately clear.



We counted around the same number of otters at the Semichi Islands in 2007 (26) as we did in 2003.  Once again, we didn’t count any otters at Shemya Island, which is surprising (at least to me).  I was in the skiff surveying the north side of the island, and given difficulty in navigating this area, it certainly seems like suitable habitat.  From aerial surveys in 1992 and 200, we know that otters have used the area in the past, but have yet to return to Shemya.



We also surveyed Agattu Island, and the counts there have been stable over the past 4 year, ranging from 46 (2003) to 48 (2007).
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The success story in the Rat Islands in 2007 was the north side of Amchitka, where we counted more than twice as many (214) otters as we had in 2005.  Again, this kind of increase isn’t possible through reproduction alone, but in the case of Amchitka, it’s possible that there may have been some immigration from the south side of the island.  It’s also possible that similar to Attu, the observers in 2005 were seeing a smaller proportion of the otters present.



The count at Kiska Island (154) was slightly higher than in 2005 (142), and numbers at Little Kiska also went up slightly from 17 in 2005 to 32 this year.



We also surveyed Rat Island, and the numbers there were about the same as in 2005.





Site Fidelity – Rat Island

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The really interesting thing in our surveys this year is that the otters appear to have a really high fidelity to certain areas.  This is the 2005 survey at Rat Island, and nearly all the otters were located in a large kelp beds on the south side of the island.



In 2007, the otters were in the same places (*).



Site Fidelity – Kiska Island

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here’s another example from the southeast tip of Kiska Island.  Based on the 2005 survey, we expected to find otters in this kelp bed here, and also in the small cove just north of Vega Point.  And we did (*).



What this may suggest is that these are areas of good sea otter habitat.
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