34. Centipedes  *

TRAITS: A small worm-like animal with only one pair of
legs on each of its body segments; all have poison claws
for capturing prey.

HABITAT: In soil or beneath stones, bark, or logs.
FOODS: Invertebrates that live in the soil, including
springtails, bristletails, ground beetles, fly larvae, flea
larvae, mites, worms, snails.

EATEN BY: Thrushes, winter wrens.

35. Segmented Worms  *

TRAITS: Slender worms with distinct segments along
the body.

HABITAT: Moist soil, mosses, and decaying plants.
FOODS: Varies by species; those that live in soil eat
decaying vegetation, algae, or other invertebrate animals.
EATEN BY: Thrushes, centipedes, ground beetles.
“GEE WHIZ”: Some segmented worms, called leeches,
are parasites on other animals, including mammals, fish,
birds, insects, snails, and worms.

36. Mites  *

TRAITS: Tiny to microscopic animals, with 8 legs and a
pear-shaped body.

HABITAT: These tiny animals are very abundant in
mosses, dead leaves, and soil of the forest and tundra.
FOODS: Many mites prey on worms, other mites, and
insect larvae (such as springtails, rove beetles, and flies);
others feed on plants or on dead plants and animals.
EATEN BY: Ground beetles, centipedes, lady beetles,
wagtails, wheatears, sparrows, thrushes, longspurs, and
other insect-eating birds.

“GEE WHIZ”: 10,000-83,000 mites occur in a square
meter of tundra—greater densities occur in other habitats.



