Celebrating America’s Wildlife Legacy
October 9-15, 2011 marks National Wildlife Refuge Week. Since 1903, when Theodore Roosevelt established the first national wildlife refuge at Pelican Island in Florida, the National Wildlife Refuge System has become the world’s premier habitat conservation system, encompassing 150 million acres in 553 refuges and 38 wetland management districts. And more than 80% of the acreage in the entire Refuge System is in Alaska’s 16 spectacular refuges. 
Every year Refuge Week gives us an opportunity to reflect on how fortunate we are to have America’s wildlife legacy conserved within refuge lands, and how important it is to get out and enjoy these treasures.  As winter begins here in the north, we begin to put a wrap on summer activities enjoyed within our refuges – camping, hiking, fishing, hunting, boating and more.  As soon as temperatures are consistently below freezing these activities will be replaced by their winter counterparts – skiing, snowshoeing, winter camping, ice fishing, snow machining, and more.  The best way to celebrate National Wildlife Refuge Week in Alaska is to get out onto refuge lands and enjoy them.  In addition, during this week a number of special indoor events are happening around the state. Learn more…
National Wildlife Refuge Week Events in Alaska

[bookmark: _GoBack]October 10 – Anchorage premiere of the film “Green Fire - Aldo Leopold Documentary” at the Bear Tooth Theater 5:30 pm

October 12 – Anchorage Wildlife Wednesday presentation at the Alaska Zoo at 7:00pm. “Muskox Marvels: Strategies of an Ice-Age Survivor” by Dr. Patricia Reynolds, Wildlife Ecologist at Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.

October 14 at 7:00pm and October 15 at 2:00pm - Homer presentation “Sea Life of the Aleutians” by Unalaska’s Reid Brewer at the Islands and Ocean Visitor Center, 95 Sterling Hwy., Homer.

October 14 and 15 – Homer Ham radio event. Check out the cool setups and listen in as our volunteer radio operators spread the refuge message to ham radio enthusiasts around the world. Come to the Islands and Ocean Visitors Center from 8am – 4pm (95 Sterling Hwy., Homer,) search K7P at www.QRZ.com or visit to www.nwrweek-radio.info/ (part of the “Refuges on the Air” program).

October 21 – Tok community film night at 6:00pm at Fast Eddy’s Banquet Room to view the new Tetlin Refuge film, “Valley of Great Migrations,” as well as the Arctic Refuge’s “America’s Wildest Refuge.” 
